Homily for Sunday, July 26, 2020.
Our Lord gives us three more parables today. All Three of the parables offer a
challenging teaching on discipleship. And as one bishop said, each of them “…is
meant to encourage our total irrevocable commitment to the Lord, as well as govern
and focus our missionary outreach to others.”
These parables are not totally alike. As in the last of the parables in today’s passage
compared to the first two, sometimes given radically different messages. But taken as
a whole, the parables teach us a lot about what it means to let God into our lives.
=-=-=-=-=
I am going to talk about the second parable today. The second parable concerns that
of a man who is specifically looking for, and finds, a really valuable pearl. At first
glance, it has the same lesson that was just given. Like the previous parable, the
finding of the pearl requires that the man sell all he has in order to purchase this one,
really valuable pearl. [But] Unlike the man in the previous parable,… he does not
stumble upon the pearl by accident. Instead, he is specifically searching for
something and knows it when he sees it. That, too, is like the Kingdom of God. It is
helpful to know what we are looking for in order to recognize it and respond to it.
…
=-=-=-=-=
In that sense, it might be good to compare Solomon on our first reading today to this
story of the merchant.
There are many reasons to hold Solomon in high esteem. The reading today presents
one of the great examples of his character – at least while he was younger.
But we know what happens in time. Solomon in time has a harem of wives, and he
brings in worship of their gods to Israel.
Solomon was given much – primarily he has been given the blessings of being close
to God. And he relinquished much of that grace for something less lasting, and less
valuable.

Solomon’s life is not unlike the lives of so many who have been given many blessings
through the centuries. We can certainly look back four hundred years ago to King
Henry the Eighth of England. He inherited a nation at peace, with a strong military,
and a rich Church life. It was gone by the time he died. Henry began as a strong
Catholic. But because he could not get an annulment so that he could marry another
woman – he began a journey that created the Church of England with all its present
off-shoots, destroyed all the monasteries that served the poor, and went through several
wives.
The New Catholic Encyclopedia ends its article on him by saying, “Few kings have
had it in their power to do greater good than Henry, and few have done less. Henry
was not really interested in education, or social justice, or the spiritual well-being of
his subjects and the Church over which he ruled…”
So much is given to so many. There is so much potential. And so many of these
blessings are set aside, for something less valuable.
=-=-=-=-=
Compare that to the Merchant in Christ’s parable. He is schooled in what is truly
valuable. He comes across something so perfect, so beautiful, so valuable, that he is
willing to give up EVERYTHING ELSE in order to possess it.
There is no object on earth that we would say is worth even our job and our home and
our money for food.
But there is something beyond earth – available while we are on earth. It is a deep
relationship with God. That is what we have in Christ. That is what we are invited
today to remember. We are invited to be grateful. We are invited to follow our earlier
selves, or others who have entered the Church, and renew our first love.
We are invited to be like the Merchant – to give up all we have (no matter how much
it is) and give it up for something priceless.
We are invited to be more like the Merchant, and less like Solomon (let alone Henry
the Eighth).
When we realize the priceless nature of the Kingdom – we recommit ourselves to hold
onto it. We don’t give it up for passing values. We instead are grateful when we even
have to give up all we have to hold onto Christ and His Kingdom.

=-=-=-=-=
This is a story I have used sometimes in Children’s Reconciliation Services. It is from
a book called, Tales from the Magic Monastery.
He asked me what I was looking for.
“Frankly,” I said, “I’m looking for the Pearl of Great Price.”
He slipped his hand into his pocket, drew it out, AND GAVE IT TO
ME. It was just like that! I was dumbfounded. Then I began to protest:
“You don’t want to give it to me? Don‘t you want to keep it for yourself?
But…”
When I kept this up, he said finally, “Look, is it better to HAVE the
Pearl of Great Price, or to give it away?” –
Well, now I have it. I don’t tell anyone. From some there would
just be disbelief and ridicule. ”You, you have the Pearl of Great Price?
Hah!” Others would be jealous, or someone might steal it. Yes, I do
have it. But there’s that question - “Is it better to have it, or to give it
away?” How long will that question rob me of my joy?
In Reconciliation Services – and today - it is worth remembering the next step
in the infinite value of life in the Kingdom.
Once we are possessed of the Kingdom – how can it not be given away? If we
have been forgiven, how can we not forgive? If we are members of God’s
family, how can we not invite others? If we have been given endless peace and
joy and life – how can we not work for life, and peace, and joy – in others?
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